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Not long after, Epernon, who had not published
his treaty with Philip IL, and who found the inhab-
itants of the towns and districts he held everywhere
turning against him, thought good to make his peace
on terms not less favourable than the other rebels.
Henry's one aim was to conciliate his domestic
enemies in order that he might direct the united
strength of the country against Spain. He was so
far successful that in the next year we find May-
enne, fipernon and Montmorency, representing the
parties of the League, of the Royalists of the time
of Henry IIL, and of the Politicians fighting to-
gether in the royal army under the walls of Amiens.
Yet it was difficult for his faithful servants, many of
whom could not obtain payment of the sums they
had spent in his service, to see the traitors who had
fought against him lavishly rewarded and caressed,
without some feeling of discontent. These new
courtiers had not been standing idly waiting to be
hired in the market-place, but busily employed sow-
ing tares, and trampling under foot the master's
fields. And now, were they to receive a day's fair
wage many times over, while the honest labourers
who had borne the toil and heat of the day were
sent empty away ?

Although it was with the utmost difficulty that
the King found the money to keep his troops to-
gether, the siege of La Fere continued. After the
death of Francis D'O, he had placed his finances
under the management of a board. Some of the
members proved to be wanting in experience and
vigour, others in honesty ; even Rosny, who was